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Skill, corporate affairs ministries top underspenders in HIFY27

Progress report

% of BE target met by
ministries in HIFY27

(Expenditure in X crore)

Ministry FY27 BE HIFY27 % of BE met
Railways 2813773 | 2154622 | 77
Mines 3,806.5 28387 | 75 I
Chemicals & fertilisers ~ 1,77,0615 | 121,550.9 | 69 [N
Consumer affairs* 2395214 | 1584314 | 66
New & renewable energy 32,914.7 211527 | o4
Skill development** 9,885.8 1732 | 8l

Corporate affairs 5,561.9 4365 | 8l

Coal 3,635.3 5028 | 4

Jal shakti 94,807.8 15,3363 | 16 [l

Minority affairs 3,400.0 5696 | 71

*food & public distribution; **& entrepreneurship Source: CGA

KRITY AMBEY
New Delhi, 2 November

Two ministries — those of skill
development & entrepreneur-
ship, and corporate affairs —
spentjust8per centoftheirallo-
cations under the FY27 Budget
Estimates (BE) in April-Sep-
tember this financial year —
this, when the finance ministry
hasbegun pre-Budget consulta-
tions for the next Budget.
According to the latest data
with the Controller General of
Accounts (CGA), of the 47 min-
istries and departments that
have a BE of more than 3,000
crore, only 19 had used more
than 45 per cent of it. The Min-
istry of Coal’s rate is 14 per cent
while the Ministry of Jal Shakti
and Ministry of Minority
Affairs spent just 16 per cent

and 17 per cent, respectively.

Among other slow
spenders, the Ministry of Jal
Shakti also recorded the largest
shortfall in absolute terms,
having used 15,336 crore
against its full-year allocation
of nearly 395,000 crore.

Several other major
ministries too have recorded
slow progress.

TheMinistry of Rural Devel-
opment used 31 per cent of its
allocation of ¥1.97trillion while
the Ministry of Education spent
25 per cent of its allotment of
140 trillion.

The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs achieved 31
per centof its ¥85,522 crore.

Attheotherend of the spec-
trum, the Ministry of Railways
emerged as the fastest spender,
having used 77 per cent of its

X2.81 trillion, followed by the
Ministry of Minesat 75 per cent.
The Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilisers spent 69 per
cent while the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, and the
Ministry of New and Renew-
able Energy rangup 66 per cent
and 64 per cent, respectively.
The Centre met nearly
48 per cent of its BE for expen-
diture in April-September
(H1FY27) with a spending of
25.50 trillion. The govern-
ment has exhausted 42 per
cent of its fiscal-deficit target
during the first half of FY27.
State Bank of India in a
research note said it expected
the central government to
exceed its fiscal-deficit target of
4.3 per cent of gross domestic
product in FY27 by 40 basis

pointsdue toexcise duty cuts,a
higher subsidy bill and the
base-year revision. “The only
possible option with Govern-
ment to contain fiscal deficit
within Budget Estimates is to
cutin expenditure,” it added.

Among ministries with
some of the largest budgetary
apportionments, the Ministry
of Defence spent 53 per cent of
its ¥7.85 trillion, while that of
Home Affairs notched up 54 per
cent of its X2.55 trillion.

The Ministry of Finance,
which hasthe largestallocation
of %19.73 trillion, had spent
X8.28 trillion, or 42 per cent of
its BE, by theend of September.

Itslarge allocation is partly
on account of interest
payments, which accounted
for more than three-fourths of
the ministry’s expenditure

during H1FY27.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, one
of the government’s major
infrastructure spenders, used
58per cent of itsannual alloca-
tion of ¥3.10 trillion.

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas spent 63 per
cent of its allocation while it
was 39 per cent for the Ministry
of Power.

Trends in capex
The Ministry of Railways
also led in capital expenditure,
having spent 67 per cent of its
FY27 allocation by September.
The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways fol-
lowed at 57 per cent, while the
Ministry of Defence and Minis-
try of Housing and Urban
Affairs scored 44 per cent and

43 per cent, respectively.

The Ministry of Scienceand
Technology was the slowest in
capex, having spent just 2 per
cent of itsannual allocation.

In absolute terms, the min-
istry spent only I425 crore
against its FY27 capex BE of
around 20,091 crore.

The Centre’s overall capex
stood at¥6.55trillion in H1FY27,
accounting for nearly 54 per
cent of its full-year target.

Capital expenditure has
been thekey tool in the Centre’s
economic strategy in the last
five years. The government
ramped up its own capex
to revive the economy in the
aftermath of the pandemic.

With the capex aim of
I12.22 trillion set for FY27, the
government has nearly tripled
itsspending since FY21.
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LPG consumption hits 8-month high in October

Rlshl Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

India’s consumption of li-
quefied petroleumgas (LPG)
rose to an 8-month high in
October, hitting roughly 2.61
million tonnes (mt) as sup-
plies of the critical cooking
fuel increased from the US
and Algeria even as the Strait
of Hormuz (SoH) remains
under blockade.

According to the Petro-
leum Planning and Analysis
Cell, LPG usage by the
world’s second largest con-
sumer rose by roughly 2.8
per cent on a monthly basis.
The consumption, however,
fell by almost 9 per cent year-
on-year. October numbers
are provisional.

This is the sixth consecut-
ive month to record an up-
tick in LPG consumption as
India bulked up on cargoes
from the US and Algeria.

Kpler expects India’s de-
mand for LPG to decline
likely by around 1,00,000
barrels per day (b/d) in 2026,
as closure of the SoH impac-
ted roughly 90 per cent of its
imports of the cooking fuel.

Priti Mehta, Kpler’s Senior
Oil Demand Modelling Ana-
lyst, anticipated that LPG
demand would recover from
its Q2 2026 and Q3 2026
lows during Q4, supported
by the festival season and
higher imports, but the re-
covery is expected to remain
incomplete. However, the
company expects the de-
mand to increase by around

60,000 b/d in 2027, recover-
ing slightly more than half of
the 2026 decline.

Diesel consumption
surged to a four-month high,
rising by almost 19 per cent
month-on-month to hit 8.51
mtlast month.

On an annual basis, the us-
age of the main transport
fuel was higher by around 12
per cent. Analysts and re-
finers attributed the rally to
rising industrial, mining and
commercial activity. “Adding
to the rally is the jump in ag-
ricultural activity with rabi
crop sowing going on in full
swing. Stocking of FMCG
and FMCD Dbefore the
Deepavali season added to
the consumption. Diesel de-
mand will continue to re-
main high during November

and December,” said one of
the sources.

Petrol consumption rose
by 3 per cent each on a
monthly and annual basis to
hit 3.78 mt in October. Sus-
tained economic activity,
coupled with  growing
vehicle ownership both for
four-wheelers and two-
wheelets, is pushing up the
demand for motor spirit.

DIESEL DEMAND

Kpler expects global diesel
demand to decline by
5,00,000 b/d in 2026, making
it the hardest-hit refined
product.

However, India remains a
major exception, with diesel
demand forecast to increase
by around 90,000 b/d in 2026,
Mehta said.
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ONGC Assam
Asset denies role
in ‘controlled
blast’ at Namti

CORRESPONDENT

NAZIRA, Nov 2: Nazira-
based ONGC Assam Asset has
categorically refuted media
reports linking it to a recent
controlled blast for the disposal
of detonators in the Namti area
of Sivasagar district.

“ONGC nerther undertook
nor participated in the opera-
tion and had no involvement
whatsoever. These reports are
factually incorrect and mislead-
mg,” ONGC Assam Asset said
n arelease 1ssued here today.

ONGC urged the media
organisations and platforms
concerned to promptly pub-
lish corrections and retrac-
tions with the same promi-
nence as the onginal reports.

“Media houses are re-
quested to verify information
with authorised ONGC offi-
cials before publishing re-
ports concerming the organi-
sation or its activities,” the
ONGC release added.

When contacted, sources
clarified that expired explo-
sives used by Oil India Ltd for
well logging were burnt with
diesel and cloth at a designated
site in the Namti area of Sivasa-
gar district on Sunday.
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India trade freeze
costs Pak $40B

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

Pakistan has incurred an estimated 540
billion in economic losses since bilateral
trade with India was halted in 2019, follow-
ing the Pulwama terror attack and the sub-
sequent deterioration in relations, accord-
ing to the Pak-India Business Council.
Council chairman Noor Muhammad
Qasuri has urged both countries to recon-

sider the suspension of commercial ties,
arguing that renewed trade could reduce
business costs, encourage investment and
strengthen regional economic cooperation.
Pakistani businesses have been com-
pelled to source essential raw materials
and other products from more distant
countries since direct trade with India
stopped. This has increased freight
charges, transportation expenses, and
delivery times, Council chairman Noor

Muhammad Qasuri said.
CONTINUED ON »» P4
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India trade freeze
costs Pak $40B

He highlighted the pharmaceutical sector as one
of the industries facing difficulties due to the
trade restrictions. Pakistan's medicine manufac-
turers previously relied on India for certain raw
materials, and resuming imports could poten-
tially generate annual savings of $2 billion to §3
billion, he said.

The textile industry has also faced a significant
financial burden, particularly amid declining
domestic cotton production. Qasuri estimated
that Pakizstani textile manufacturers had incurred
an additional expenditure of around %5 billion
after turning to suppliers in Brazil, Egypt, China
and the United States to meet their cotton
requirements.

He further pointed out that Pakistan contin-
ues to procure several essential commaodities,
including sugar, fertilisers, cement, petroleum
products, iron, steel, vegetables and heavy
machinery, from distant international markets
despite India’s capacity to supply many of
these goods.

Qasuri argued that restoring commercial
relations could make imports more economical
and improve supply-chain efficiency. Given the
geographical proximity of Indian oil refineries,
access to petroleum products from India could
also reduce transportation expenses and ensure
faster deliveries.

Beyond trade, he expressed concern about the
shrinking arca under cotton cultivation in
Pakistan. Farmers in traditional cotton-produc-
ing regions have increasingly shifted towards
sugarcane cultivation, creating additional chal-
lenges for the country’s textile sector. He called

for stronger agricultural policies to encourage
cotton production and support the industry.

The business council chairman also stressed
that renewed economic engagement could
benefit both countries by creating opportunities
in investment, tourism and other commercial
activities. He suggested that Pakistan could
attract Indian visitors interested in religious des-
tinations, historical landmarks and ancestral vil-
lages, potentially boosting its tourism industry.

Highlighting the importance of regional part-
nerships, Qasuri cited India’s financial assistance
to Sri Lanka during its economic crisis as an
example of how neighbouring countries can
support one another during challenging econom-
ic circumstances.

He maintained that political disagreements
should not prevent the two countries from
exploring mutually beneficial economic oppor-
tunities. According to him, unresolved disputes
could continue to be addressed through diplo-
matic dialogue while economic engagement is
gradually restored.

Qasuri also pointed to the historical, cultur-
aland family connections shared by people in
Pakistan and India, saying these commaon
ties could provide a basis for improving bilat-
eral relations.

He reiterated that reopening trade channels
could ease financial pressure on Pakistani busi-
nesses while creating wider opportunities for
economic growth and regional cooperation.



Free Press Journal, Mumbai, 03/11/2026
Page No: 23, Size: 21.46cm x 20.51cm



Indian Express, Delhi, 03/11/2026
Page No: 8, Size: 11.99cm x 35.77cm



Loksatya, Delhi, 03/11/2026
Page No: 06, Size: 37.31cm x 28.63cm



w6l a2 A B el &
fore ot @3 daiid faafaa &
W% | 3a i 3R ol
TRizaR0r 3 fafra afe &
3ira01 o e A 30gad
sacrerditel garell A o Ot O
dar @t 51 Fepd 3, B g
%3l o 1% el 3aed a
31 3ieifore 3ael 3 e
51 Aepa & | affaea 3 O3t o
A 315315, Al 3R 31
$ee g6l ! Aamaes W A
19 8 281 ¢ | eliied 39 3]
& fi1e 311 9t 3| IR W
FHTE, qbela! cardl 3R
e @t 3iRie crasriar
#%G T & Il TS A W
e attee fop @R 3
FAe drell &2 ddbeiids 30el 31
& gggur-gad o8l adl | oo
o gl @1 qidd dac
3 3R QR a8 3k afe i
52713 et fstell o Seret
gete | & oft G2gen 3ot fop
g3 giepan 3 foperell 3caiel
&, fepcrel) 531 2o 5 3R 3ia
3 fepcralt 212 a1 Fefurairt
N |

A E | S 3 T 3T
2 5 T F1 Faa Fer it
I T F T 5 O
Tifed SEEE % w9 e
e | g R farR B
WA TR gFa e W e
TE AR ST g Ry
T st ¥ fasel, $eE,
e SEen ik wE sgEnt
STrEiTTeR Seig 4aR e o
TFAEl

e S foremer 2w 3 fem
TE TEeld faRiT HEd T R
TR A T wEd & Wy
e @R ST wE
a1t g @21 g AR
=i &5 H s ad 7€ A
T YT WS R B | 3T
3fad wEuE A EH W i H
TR SR S S g
T 2 1 U H e wEe
1 SIS, THET0 T
iR TrrT sreferaeen ¥ Sre
T TEE e

T e Ueh ST T
el I g FHe ¢ R e
T 1 FH= U S T
B 1 =l Frerer aren e
T ey i fior Tem

T 37 T =1 T T
et STt 91 5 i =
A At € e 7 & s
wY H ST Hifed B

el @t 3T e ST
ST : T FALH
HIS[Z FTS, 97, Fi7 3i]
TTeIRUT AT e TR
ET FHTH SER STAn
S TEA S | THE A
T AT SR B W
Ferfeuer S AR A F
HTET B 8 1 2 e
IR FB i s
i farsreft = & feem =T
HEAT ¢ | e 38 fot =
 Hiog T, T &R =
ST geref @i et
AT ATAF B | A
e SR U1 WY %
F1 9% f F =0 F T
foan <me =SS FF e
3R et geen 2t
W B T B 1

FHi srave § 7
HATEATE: FH araemi %
et | o 7 e femrg
T 19 SR e

o

A & TAT THH FA
AR g e TAr R s
o & | Tk Fewaol S
3= 99 T dfda
e =i feafa 3 5
ST T TR | 29
wiera U Sifas w9
AR SR S g 2
TE1 S9arT gt F e
T T 7 N TE i
fag) & o7 W gER =
FuraE ¥ fore fren s 2
BTl S ATt e
forgh 1 W), TR
ToTerer SR St H sHE
T % i W) R
T o F o i e
T nfele ST 99 T
# 1 fe Tiat o S
I e g fawiad
e 3fR e = el 5t
3 o foer o o o
TN A T AL FA A
T | e g fe
T qETS T 7 B
TlT i RS s
T BT

e TR | H A

e FR A T A
e oft =% TTemiTeh fareptad &
W & | 3T TR @R ai
e S faferi it €
TRl 3 1o § 9
eI TeEl ¥ v v e
TR F I w2,
FA F = faeelt Same A
3171 i ST | s
EIEEn AR Cik-Risi ki k]
BEEH, HUHTd ST 37 oA
T B FHTETE I
B @1 ¢ | BIith 39 Sl %
foru 9 5 399 TR W HEE,
T 2 SR qREeE i
el e d8e sEd 21
el TF 91 T A e
TR Y T T el s
AT AT 3T H Fem-

T | I T 39 & H 3t
e * fore =g
AT B | e T %
TIFEF SR TE S F
T feRe e | R e
TR TR o= F= A6

TR o e 7
TS T ST el T

HHTEA : T, F= TauA
T e TEE I AR
et =t et B 1@
SIST T HHal | T8 Foll e,
AR, Fe 210, STerarg
TTEoT SR wEd P § e
feer 2 1 1 srafyre =1 we €0
T grer feran =T 8k e
T § IHE ST E A
TS =1 ST el S 71
THAE | FELY T FE
e B AN S §, TR
Ty oft #1728 | e T
T4 F1 8 R B8 TR 1
T Iz 1 F T ITH
T iR freier s
F TG | T YA T WEA
FAA FR B TR T EA Y
T T B0, 9% 79 I 2,
W R 1 Afemad 39
21, TEET g9l T S
TR R S A 5 R
T | T e wfas S
fers srferasa it megq
g a7 FFA 2|

(Frae wataroifag ¥
ae e uguur fresror s

(efrdrefiat ) afiv feeeft

srgeor frreiror wftfy

(Srdfreeft) FET=TE 1)




Virat Vaibhav, Delhi, 03/11/2026
Page No: 9, Size: 16.19cm x 12.57cm



Business Standard Hindi, Delhi, 03/11/2026
Page No: 5, Size: 76.99cm x 54.90cm



	1793674536387_k5o1jn5gcrd_1793674536361_0f092059-651e-49b0-aa1c-39a1be77baeb_FINAL
	GAIL News Domestic Publications -03 Nov 2026

