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PESB Rejects All Candidates
Interviewed for HPCL Top Job

New Delhi: The Public Enterpri-
ses Selection Board (PESB) has
rejected all candidates it intervi-
ewed for the top job at state refi-
ner Hindustan Petroleum Corp
Ltd (HPCL), the third instance of
turning down all applicants for
CEQ's role at state oil firm after
Oil and Natural Gas Corp
(ONGC) and Indian Oil in the
past three years.

“The board did not recommend
any candidate for the post of cha-
irman and managing director,
HPCL and advised the ministry
of petroleum and natural gas to
choose an appropriate course of
furtheractionfor selection inclu-
ding the search-cum-selection
committee (SCSC) or as deemed
appropriate with the approval of
the competent authority,” the
PESB said after interviewing

eight candidates on Friday.

The candidates included
HPCL's refinery chief S Bharat-
han and Indraprastha Gas MD
Kamal Kishore Chatiwal. Four
executive directors from HPCL
and one each from Indian Oil and
GAIL also participated in the in-
terviews.

A three-member se-
arch-cum-selection
committeeiscurrently
seeking applications
forthejobof Indian Oil
chairman. In May 2023, PESB re-
jected all applicants for the Indi-
an Qil job, following which a se-
arch committee was constituted.
The incumbent, S M Vaidva, was
also given a year’s job extension,
rare for a state firm chief. His ex-
tended tenure ends in August. —
Sanjeev Choudhary
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