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After landmark moves, climate talks
hit again over coal, fossil fuel action

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Deep fissures have
emerged between developing
countries still highly dependent
on coal to power their econo-
mies and rich nations that have
pledged to move away from new
coal but are silent on abandon-
ing other fossil fuels such as oil
and gas that run their econo-
mies, threatening to further
delay consensus on core aspects
of the world's efforts to fight the
climate crisis.

Observers and experts aware
of discussions said that while
this year’s UN Climate Confer-
ence (COP28) being held in

NEGOTIATORS ARE
NOW BACKTO
CONTENTIOUS
ISSUES AROUND
PHASING OUT COAL
AND OTHER FOSSIL
FUELS,AND A
CONSENSUS ON
CLIMATE FINANCE

Dubai began with big ticket
announcements, negotiators
are now back to contentious
issues around phasing out coal
and other fossil fuels, and cli-
mate finance.

“Overall on the narrative on
the forward-looking aspects of
the GST (global stocktake), the
Global North sees it heavily
focusing on mitigation while the
Global South sees more man-
dates for scaled up finance as
necessary. There is little clarity
on what the final text will incor-
porate at this stage,” said
Tamanna Sengupta, pro-
gramme officer, Climate
Change, Centre for Science and
Environment.

COP28 began on November
30 with a landmark operation-
alising of the Loss and Damage
Fund, which will help nations
most vulnerable to climate
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CLIMATE TALKS HIT

calamiises cope with the conse-
quences of the crisis. On Sxmr-
day, [E CoURCTiss signed a
Hedge o ripe remewable

Enery capacity by X30.

Bur negoEoTs from an
e world, inclading those rep-
reseming marions with varssd
imerests and oblsgatians, are
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now working on developing
consensus, including on the
oiabal smckiake — 1 process
thiat will zssess the progress
made by coumries on skashing
preenhddse gas emissions,
building resitience o climane
Imipacs, securing finance, and
identifying areaswhers further
ACTDT is necded.

A second expert said thar
“despie numeroas dechiniions
and sumeEmenss from world
leaders, we remmin sarkly dis-
LA K e crscial mmdreds
of hilEans in Anding needed for
CHIMae XoH0n. “This inciudes
ARSESTING developing coumries
in reducing emissions  and
sireagthening  adapiackon
efforts through a robust global
framework: The push by Tich
COUMITies 10 Tely o0 the privae
£aCtor, Whath has demansmaed
insnfficient

igarion and scant imErest in
adxpearion, is nar 1 vizhie salg-
uon,” 53id Harjeet Singh, bead
of grabal palirica] soraesy 1 Cli-
mate A crion Nemwvork Inema
ticnal.

“Publc nance is
it is the comersione that enx
bles amd canlyses the millions
DECESERTY U0 &dress the press-
ing dimare cTisis efecrively,”
Skngh addid.

CHmare financing is mexmio
cower effors o xddress the di-
marte cTisis, both in Erms of
MIEEEA GRS it impact (redudng
EMBSIONE] 1nd adapring o is
effocts (building resilience)
Such fnancing is meane w help
dievebyping CoUMTies Mans o
0 3 bow-carbon economy and
includes the Loss and Damage
Fund

The Powering Past Coal A -
ance (PPCA) which was
unched by UK and Canada at
COPER in 27, poseed on X on
Sunday thar the US and nine
DCher CoumnTies have poined the
FPCA and France has launched
1 MEW initisrive i SURPOrT the
ot maove i Coal 6 Fenew-
abies “Aloagssde e anmounce-
mene of pew members of the
FPCA, there were Two orher
imporane deveiopmens on
Coaf iase-out: thie laonch of 3
new initiarive called the “Coal
Tramsition Acceleror” by
France and the adopticn of the
Global Fleder on Renewables
and Energy Efficiency by 18
COoUmTies, wWhich comammed
chemm o mipling renewatdes and
doubling energy efficiency, as
well 25 emphacked the need w
STO[ iNVESTIENDS in new Coal
power plans.” the PRCA said in
3 SCALEMEnL

Thist Moves are xdding w
2 ETOW NN TOOMETIET E A
1 global AEreement o0 0o new
coal exploration and a coal
phase-par in Dubai the megois
S Sxidl.

st S1Ch maves made Cout-
ries Hie India and Indonesia
wary. This is aisoane of e rek
soms India did not sign the
pledge on ripling renew abie
ghobial ergy Capacity on Samr-
day.

“We have to frst gather wiat
this means before endarsing.
That is what we are daing. We
will see how hese issues are
aidiressed i the BEQEITIONS.
These pledges are paside the
UM process of pegorations.
India has led the way with the
mipling of renewable energy
pledpe ander is GI0 Pressdency
in Sepremiber,” s3id 3 semior
official aware of the positaon
Tmilsa has mken 31 e @kks.

The divisions became s@Erkdy
clear when on Sunday, COP28
host United Arah Emiraces’ cli-
mare emvoy, Suicn Al Jaber,
wha zlso heads soace of joine
ADNOC, sai there was no sc-
ence o show tht phasing oar
fossil feels woukd achieve the
world™s climace goals, reports by
The Guardian and Centre for
Climate Reporing said.

Thi 50-year-old added thac
Emoving fossd Rets woukd ke
the workd “back inte caves”. “1
aum FxCnsal and [ Tespect the sk
ence, amd there is 60 SCIENCe oL
[hETE, Or NF SCETETIO U HeTe,
thisr says that the phase-our of
foasil fuels 5 whar's going w
achieve 1L3.°

The issue capoires how ail
BCOMOMES SUCh 15 the UAE and
s neightrs, as well a5 devel
oping countrees like [ndia and
Chima, have a differem pasitan
froan W esERr fations. N
s [rvm the US and EU have
53id rhey are agreeable o
phxse-our of “unabared™ fossil
fisels — with e words phase
o and unsbaned being key.

Petro-rich STies are expect
edly not agreeable o Lngeape
on Fossil Mels, the chservers
added. referring o language
first agread upan by the G7, a
grouping of wealthy natkons,
carlier tis year.

A key reason faris divide s
thatr wealehier magkons have
fargely been able o adopo
renewabdes and nof-fossil sour-
CES 35 AN £35ET pace and kower
COSE [0 theif ecoaomies than
poorer mations, which have
repeatedly sought to dray an
the histarical responsibility of
FiCh Natons [ urge Mem oo do

K.

The Third World Nerwork, a
mon-profit  inrernational
research and advocacy group
said in their briefing on Decem-
ber 1 thar develiping countmies
led Ty thie G77 and China called
an develaped coumries “wha
ear che greatest respansibainy
far the modification of the
global climate sysiem” o
TEVeSE Course, “in thesr acoder-
ared consumprion of the
TEMAENINE CIrton Space”

The BASIC group (Brazil,
Chimx, India amd Souih Africay
& pressed COOCEMT that “there
has besn 3 signifscant incredse
in thit producton anl consumg-
Team of fossil fels by devesaped
COUNTTIES i MoCent years and
encoursged . developed coun-
Irees w0 ke b ead in pia sing-
ur their own fossil foel produc-
1500 2nd consumpion, in an
acceleramd manmer”.

COFPZE is scheduled m go on
1ill December 12, by when nego-
TEMOS TEESE ZETEE Ot fimal XD
of [he CLEComme,
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Biogas blending
to save $1.1 bn

LNG imports

New Delhi, Dec. 3: The
proposed 5 per mont blend-
ing of hiozas wilth natural
gas supplies in the coun-
Iy can cul LNG imports
worth $1.17 billion annu-
ally, savs a study by the
Indian Biogas Association
(IBAY

The study comss against
the backdrop of the gov-
ernmeaent’'s recent mandate
o blend one per cent bio-
gas with piped natural gas
{(PNG) supplies in the
country from April 1, 2025
under the compressed blo-
gas blending obligation
{CBHO echame.

The biogas blending is
propesed o be farther
inereased to 5 per cent by
fiseal year 202829,

According to the study,
this blending Initlative
gels well with the govern-
ment's macro-level move
i make India a gas-based
eeonomy, with & target to
[nerease the cur-ent share
of gaz in the energy mix
from 6 per cent currently
i 15 per cent by 2030.

The IBA estimates show

that 5 per cent blending of

biogns with nmural gas
ecan meduce LNG imporis
wortt $1.17 billion, This
ean also bring down per
capita C0O2 emissions by
wo per cenl,  bench-
marked to the 2019 ligure,
which was 18 metric
ionne of CO2 per person
in Incia.

Additionally, the body
savs preventing organic
waste going to landfills
ran  oring innumerable
benefits.

The CBCQ scheme shall

encourage investment of

arourd ¥37.500 crore and
facilltate the se: up of al
least 750 compressed hio
gas (CBG) projects by

@ THE COMPRESSED
biogas blending obliga-
tion scheme shall
encaurage investment
of around #37,500 cr
and facilitate the set
up of at least 750 CBG
projects by 2028-29,

-yl

2028-29, as per
ment estimates,

This Is going to improve
India’s energy security, as
it is currently neavily
reliant on imported natu-
ral gas to meat its energy
needs.

Blending  biogas  with
PMNG and CBG can help
roduce this dependence,
which is invaluable, The
hlending has the potential
1o demonstrate a positive
correlation with agricul-
tural intome growth oo,
which is the case with
ethanol as well.

Every addizional large-
scale plant can ensure
thal almosi 1,000 acre of
nearby bdlogas plant area
ran be converted into
orzanic agriculture. Tt can
b produced from various

EOVErn-

arganic waste  SouUrces,
such  as  agricultural
waste, municipal solid

waste, aad food waste.
This can create new eoo-
nomie opportunities for
the farmers, waste maEn-
agement companies, and
other stakeholders invo-
Ived in the bingas produc-
tion, Pri
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Exxon, Aramco,
others promise
emission cuts

Bxxon Mobil and Saudi
Arabia's Aramco, theworld's
largest private and state-
sectoroil companies, led a
pledge by 50 oil and gas
producers at the (OP28
dimate summit to cut
emissions from their own
operations. The deal will be
controversial given none of
the companies are agreeing
to reduce oil and gas
production. But they will
pledge to stem releases of
methane, one of the most
dangerous greenhouse
gases, to near zero by 2030
and stop routine flaring of
natural gas. Earlier, US Vice
President Kamala Harris said
we need to "accelerate
ourinvestments” to meet
an ambitious1.5 Celsius
warmingtarget. BLOOMBERG
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10C Raises Panipat Refinery Expansion Cost by

10%, Pushes Completion Deadline by a Year

New Delhi: Indian Oil Corpo-
ration (IOC), the nation's top
oil firm, has revised the esti-
mates of cost of expanding the
Panipat refinery in Harvana
by 10% to 36,225 crore and pus-
hed back completion deadline
by more than a vear to Decem-
ber 2025. 10C is expanding its
15 million tonnes a year refine-
ry, about 100-km north of New

Delhi, to 25 million tonnes.

In a stock exchange filing,
thefirmsaid its board hasapp-
roved “revision in cost of the
project for capacity expansion
of Panipat Refinery from
232,946 crore to 36,225 crore
and revision in completion
schedule of the project from
September 2024 to December
2025."—PTI
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Proposed 5% biogas blending with natural
gas can cut LNG imports worth S$1.17 bn: IBA

NEW DELHI: The proposed
5 per cent blending of biogas
with natural gas supplies in the
country can cut LNG imports
worth $1.17 billion annually,
says a study by the Indian Bio-
gas Association (IBA).

The study comes against
the backdrop of the govern-
ment’s recent mandate to blend
one per cent biogas with piped
natural gas (PNG) supplies in
the country from April 1, 2025
under the compressed biogas
blending obligation (CBO)
scheme.

'The biogas blending is pro-
posed to be further increased
to 5 per cent by fiscal year 2028
29.

According to the study, this
blending initiative gels well
with the government’s macro-
level move to make India a gas-
based economy, with a target

The biogas blending
is proposed to be
further increased to

5 per cent by fiscal
year 2028 29

to increase the current share
of gas in the energy mix from
6 per cent currently to 15 per
cent by 2030.

The IBA estimates show
that 5 per cent blending of bio-
gas with natural gas can reduce
LNG imports worth $1.17 bil-
lion. This can also bring down
per capita CO2 emissions by
two per cent, benchmarked to
the 2019 figure, which was 1.9
metric tonne of CO2 per per-
son in India.

Additionally, the body says
preventing organic waste going

to landfills can bring innumer-
able benefits.

The CBO scheme shall
encourage investment of
around Rs 37,500 crore and
facilitate the establishment of
atleast 750 compressed bio gas
(CBG) projects by 2028 29, as
per government estimates.

This is going to improve
India’s energy security, as it
is currently heavily reliant on
imported natural gas to meet its
energy needs. Blending biogas
with PNG and CBG can help
reduce this dependence, which
is invaluable.

Biogas blending has the
potential to demonstrate a pos-
itive correlation with agricul-
tural income growth too, which
is the case with ethanol as well.

Every additional large-scale
plant can ensure that almost
1,000 acre of nearby biogas

plant area can be converted
into organic agriculture.

Biogas can be produced
from various organic waste
sources, such as agricultural
waste, municipal solid waste,
and food waste.

This can create new eco-
nomic opportunities for
farmers, waste management
companies, and other stake-
holders involved in biogas
production.

Blending of biogas with
natural gas will streamline
the market for biofuels, mak-
ing it more investor-friendly
by reducing capital and opera-
tional costs, the body says.

It also needs to be empha-
sised that selling biofuels in the
market will become smoother,
and the ecosystem will benefit
from increased investor confi-
dence, IBA stated. Pl
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Regulator eyes more allocation for PNG

Riturg) Baruan
rituraj.baruah@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he Petroleumand Natu-
T ral Gas Regulatory

Board (PNGRB) may
recommend a specificalloca-
tion of natural gas used for
cooking, said two people with
knowledge of the plan.

City gasdistributors (CGD)
supply both compressed natu-
ral gas (CNG) for transporta-
tion and piped natural gas
(PNG) for cooking.

The natural gas is sourced
from legacy fields—old fields
that were operated by state-
run ONGC and Oil India Ltd.
However, there is no specifica-
tion or mandate on how much
gas should go to each of the
two segments.

Under the administered
price mechanism (APM), the
price of gas from legacy fields
is capped, making it cheaper
than gas from other fields.

A person aware of the devel-
opments said several gas dis-
tributors preferto supply most
of this allocated cheaper gas
for CNG where margins are
higher than PNG.

Currently, distributors get
around 20 million standard
cubic metres of natural gas
every day, mostof which goes

penetration of PNG connections.

for CNG, according to industry
experts.

“The gas needs to be allo-
cated to these two consump-
tion sectors separately. The
gasisgiven under

the header of Currently,there piped gas con-
CGD, for both are around 10 mn nections com-
cooking and piped gas pared with over
transport. The connections 290 million cylin-
re;_?;ulatm may compared with del'gas Lsers. The
recommend that governmentaims
the cheaper gas oyer 290mn to take the num-
from legacy fields cylinder gas users ., of piped bas

should be used
largely for PNG,”
said the person mentioned
above.

The move comes in the
backdrop of slow progress in

ISTOCKPHOTO

the penetration of PNG con-
nections despite the govern-
ment’s push for expanding the

PNG network.
Currently, there are only
around 10 million

connections to
125 million by
2030.

The move is also aimed at

fulfilling the target of increas-

ing the share of gas in India’s

energy mix to 15% by 2030
from the current 6%. So far, gas
distributors have been autho-
rized to supply in 300 geo-
graphical areas, covering
about 88% of the country’s
area, and 98% of its popula-
tion.

In October, the Union gov-
ernment launched the 12th
round of bids for seven more
geographical areas in five
statesin the Northeast and the
union territories of Jammu &
Kashmirand Ladakh.

Inabidto boost natural gas
adoption, the Union cabinet
has approved new guidelines
for gas pricing following rec-
ommendations made by the
Ririt Parikh-led committee on
natural gas pricing, paving the
way for linking domestic natu-
ral gasprices in India to global
crude prices.

Following the change, the
price of natural gas is calcu-
lated at 10% of the monthly
average of the Indian crude
basket, which is a weighted
average of Dubai and Oman
(sour) and Brent Crude (sweet)
oil prices.

Under the new regime, a
floor price as well as a ceiling
price wasintroduced for oper-
ators to source gas from the
legacy fields of oil and gas
companies.
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