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GAIL Plans to Double Capacity
at I[ts Dabhol LNG Terminal

Sanjeev.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: GAIL is planning
to more than double the capaci-
ty of its LNG terminal at Dab-
hol, Maharashtra, and build
new terminals in the country to
tap opportunities expected to
emerge from the future growth
in gasimports.

The nation’s largest natural
gas marketer and transporter
planstoraise the capacity of its
Dabhol terminal to 12 million
tonnes per annum (mtpa) in a
phased manner by 2030-31, GA-
IL chairman Sandeep Kumar
Guptatold ET.

The Dabhol terminal has a na-
meplate capacity of 5 mtpa but
operates at about 2.9 mtpaasitre-
mains idle during the monsoon
season. The company is building
a breakwater infrastructure,
which will help the terminal ope-
rate also during monsoon.

GAIL is also drawing up plans
for new LNG import terminals
but those are in the prelimina-
ry stages, Guptasaid.

“Around half the current gas
consumption is met by imports
and the share is unlikely to co-

me down by

1 2030. If more
Ofthe 7LNG gas has to be
terminalsin imported,
thecountry, 4 more termi-
operate below nals will be
25% capacity needed,”
and another 2 Guptasaid.
below 40%. The country
Justone has about 48
terminal at mtpa of LNG
Dahejoperates import capaci-
above 95% ty and another
20 mtpa is said

to be in the pipelines. “But if the
gas goals are to be met, these ter-
minals will not be sufficient, and
we will need to add more,” Gupta
said, referring to the national go-
al of increasing the share of na-
tural gas in the primary energy

mix to 15% by 2030 from around
6.5% now.

The government’s goal of in-
creasing the use of natural gas
in the economy has spurred the
growth of multiple LNG termi-
nals in recent years. Gas con-
sumption or imports, however,
haven't increased at the same
pace, resulting in a deep under-
utilisation of terminals.

Gupta said the underutilisa-
tion would be addressed over ti-
me by rising domestic demand
and imports.

Of the seven LNG terminals in
the country, four operate below
25% capacity and another two be-
low 40%. Just one terminal at Da-
hej, India’s oldest and largest,
operates above 95%.

GAIL also hasa12.5% stake in
Petronet LNG Ltd, which ope-
rates the Dahej terminal. Petro-
net’s spectacular earnings for
years have helped draw new
players into the LNG terminal
business.



