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GAIL said to plan $4.9 billion
ethane cracker unit in India

GAIL (India) Ltd., the country’s top gas supplier,
plans to build a ¥400-billion ($4.89 billion)
ethane cracker near its liquefied natural gas
import plant in Western India, two sources with
direct knowledge of the matter said, as it seeks to
meet an expected surge in demand. India’s per
capita petrochemical consumption is about
one-third of the global average. Asia’s
third-largest economy annually consumes 25-30
million tonnes of petrochemicals. reurers
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GAIL plans $5 bn ethylene unit
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AlIL (India) Ltd, the
G country’s top gas sup-

plier, plans to build a
3400-billion ($4.89 billion)
ethane cracker near its lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) import
plant in Western India, two
sourceswithdirect knowledge
ofthe mattersaid, asit seeksto
meet an expected surge in
demand.

Indian companies are boost-
ing their petrochemical pro-
duction capacity as the expand-
ing economy boosts the need
for goods ranging from plastics
to paints and adhesives. A
cracker produces ethylene,
required for products such as
plastics. Demand for petro-
chemicals could nearly triple
by 2040, according to esti-
mates by top refiner Indian Oil,
forcing companies tomake big
investmentstoset up new facil-
itiesacross the country.

GAIL is looking for land in
thecoastal region of Dabhol in
Maharashtra state for the 1.5
million tonnes a year (mtpa)

ket
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The company plans to import ethane from the United States for

the project.

cracker project, one of the
sources told Reuters. GAIL
operates a5 mtpa LNG plant at
Dabhol.

The company plans to
importethane from the United
States for the project, the
sourcesaid. GAIL'scommuni-
cations office did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment.

“We are trying to sort out
challenges around acquiring
land, most likely, in or around
Dabhol ... we are hoping to
receive financial support from
the state government,” the

MINT

source said.

GAIL is also exploring the
possibility to acquire land in
Madhya Pradesh, which neigh-
bours Maharashtra, ifadeal in
Dabhol doesn’'t materialise, the
person said.

The proposed dual-feed
crackerwill also have capability
to crack up to 40% liquefied
petroleumgas (LPG), enabling
the option to switch to less
expensive feedstock to maxi-
mise margins. India’s per capita
petrochemical consumption is
about one-third of the global
average.
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GAIL felicitates IIT JEE
Mains qualified candidates

GAIL (India) Limited’s flagship dents from its Kanpur centre
CSR initiative for underprivi- qualifying for the JEE Mains
leged students, ‘GAIL Utkarsh’, examination. GAIL Director (Hu-
marked another resounding suc- man Resources) Ayush Gupta fe-
cess this year with all 100 stu- licitated all the students.



